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The Artist and American Hero Exhibit Celebrating Major Jim Champlin, USAF, Retired at City Lights Art Gallery

City Lights Art Gallery, 3 E. Army Street, Henderson, NV is incredibly honored to present a retrospective on the artwork of Jim Champlin during the month of July, with a Meet the Artist reception on Sunday, July 13th from 1 - 4 pm.

A highly decorated USAF Vietnam veteran earning two Distinguished Flying Cross Medals, the Meritorious Service Medal, a Bronze Star and more, Jim began drawing when serving in Vietnam to pass the time.  There, he survived a deadly C-130 crash in the South China Sea and an engine breaking in half that required him to ‘dead stick’ an aircraft home.  With Mechanical Engineering B.S. and Aeronautical Engineering M.S. degrees, one would not expect Jim to embrace his creative side.  However, many years later, those early drawings inspired him to try watercolor, then oil, acrylics and even Photoshop. In 2003, he studied watercolor with Kolan Peterson, the author of the “Walter Foster” Watercolor books. He continued working independently until 2011 when he began watercolor classes with Ed Klein, City Lights Art Gallery. 

Jim’s watercolors were selected as the basis for The National Distinguished Flying Cross Memorial at The March Field Air Museum, Riverside, CA.  He contracted for, raised the funds and built the Memorial as it exists today. 

Jim has also painted the 21 Missions of California, Yellowstone and a series based on his early Vietnam drawings.  He, with Ed Klein’s assistance, designed a memorial to be built at The March Field Air Museum dedicated to The Women in Aviation. The necessary funds have not yet been raised.

City Lights Art Gallery is incredibly proud to have Major Champlin, USAF, Retired as a member of our Co-op as well as to present this artist retrospective of a genuine American hero!
 
	……………….
Art Classes in watercolor, acrylic, abstract water media and oil are currently being offered!  Aspiring artists or those simply looking to refresh their skills are welcome.  

The Co-op is actively seeking new members.  Please check our website for details.  

Established in 2003, City Lights Artists’ Co-op is now a non-profit 501(c) 3 entity.  We fund scholarships and mini-grants awarded to local students with aspirations in the world of art.  Tax-deductible donations are accepted.


CITY LIGHTS ARTISTS’ CO-OP			Email:  citylightscoop@centurylink.net
3 E Army St, Henderson NV 89015			www.citylightsartgallery.com
Tel:  702.260.0300					Twitter: @CityLights_Gal
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